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"Blood Transfusion": towards the future

Claudio Velati

EDITORIAL

The first issueof "BloodTransfusion" in2007brings
somechanges that I believe are important topresent.
In the first place, theBoardofDirectors of the Italian

SocietyofTransfusionMedicineandImmunohaematology
(SIMTI) has nominated a new Editor-in-Chief, who
succeedsGiorgioReali. This change enables an official
claimtobemadeforwhatIbelieveisanunmatchablerecord
ofthelongestworkingEditor-in-Chiefofajournal,notonly
a scientific one. In fact,GiorgioReali becameEditor-in-
Chief of "La Trasfusione del Sangue", now "Blood
Transfusion", in1979andsteppeddownfromthispost in
2006after27yearsofuninterrupted leadership.
However,GiorgioRealinotonlydirectedour journal:

he was the founder, in 1954, of our Scientific Society,
Director � for 23 years � of the Transfusion Service at
OspedaliGalliera inGenoa,PresidentofSIMTIfor7years,
andfounderoftheItalianRegisterofBoneMarrowDonors
in1989.Until2002,hewastheItalianrepresentativeintwo
CommitteesofExpertson transfusionmedicine issues for
theCouncil ofEurope at Strasbourg andwas nominated
HonoraryPresidentoftheScientificSocietybytheGeneral
Members'AssemblyofSIMTIin2004.
Giorgioisareferencefigurefor transfusionmedicinein

Italy andabroad, but is alsoadelightful person,who is an
exampleofdedicationandwillingnesstohelpotherpeople.
Henever fails toshowisvalueandwill, in fact,continue to
help uswith theneworganisationof"BloodTransfusion":
hewillbe"SeniorEditor"with thedutyof supervising the
changes underway and guaranteeing the continuity and
good functioningof theorganisational systems. I believe
that everyonewill realise the honour, but no light duty,
whichIhaveinsucceedingGiorgiointheroleofEditor-in-
Chief.
The second important change in this issue of "Blood

Transfusion"is that it ispublishedentirelyinEnglish.With
this change, the journalhas reacheda fundamental step in

the process of renewal thatwas started in 2003when the
BoardofDirectorsofSIMTIplanned the re-launchof"La
TrasfusionedelSangue".Themainaimsoftheprojectwere
to build avalid scientific instrument, in the first place for
members of SIMTI and, eventually, also for Scientific
Societies inothercountries, tomaintain thejournal'sstrong
educationalvalue,but also toprovideagoodoverall level
of quality, through careful selection of the articles and
evaluation of their correctness and to obtain listing by
accreditedagencies.
I consider that someof the aimshavebeen achieved:

the level of the journal has definitely improved and its
governingbodies (EditorialBoard, referees)have started
toworkusingmoreselectivecriteria andhigher scientific
standards; however, the simultaneous presentation of
EnglishandItalianversionsofarticleshasbegun tocreate
problemsin the lightof increasedinternationalvisibilityof
the journal.
Thedecision,which in truthwas suffered, to convert

to a purelyEnglish version of the journal is a sign of the
strengthened resolveof theBoardofDirectors ofSIMTI
tocomplete theoriginalproject.
However, I believe that the programmeof initiatives

accompanying thechange toawhollyEnglishversionof
the journal can reconcile the fear that this decisionwill
make the journal less useful to the world of Italian
TransfusionMedicinewith theneeds tomake the journal
more competitive and better able to support scientific
exchanges at an international level. In fact, although the
printed version of "Blood Transfusion" will only be
publishedinEnglish,anItalianversionwillbeavailableon
theSIMTIwebsite(www.transfusionmedicine.org),which,
at thesametime,willbecomemoredynamic.
As soon as articles are accepted, theywill bemade

availableonline(about3-6monthsearlier than theprinted
version).EacharticlewillbegivenaDigitalObjectIdentifier
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(DOI) number such that they can be cited as pre-
published articles.The indexandabstracts of the articles
will beavailableon line toall visitors to the sitebefore the
releaseof theprintedversionof each issueof the journal,
whereasmembersofSIMTIandsubscriberswillhaveaccess
to the full text of the articles.At the beginning of each
calendar year, the full texts of the articles published two
yearspreviouslywillbemadepublic (i.e., at thebeginning
of2007all the issuespublishedin2005willbeavailable to
the general public). Furthermore, updated information
technology, suchas e-mail notificationof thepublication
of each issue and facilitated access to thewebsite, will
graduallybe introduced.
The organisational structure of the journal has been

renovated: theEditor-in-Chiefwillbesupportedbyaboard
ofAssociateEditors,mostofwhomarenewtothe journal,
who will take care, as experts and promoters of more
extensiveparticipation,of specific sectorsofTransfusion
Medicine.TheinternationalcharacteroftheEditorialBoard
willbeenhanced, since theBoard,whichalready includes
outstandingnational figures, isnowwelcoming important
personages fromotherEuropeancountries.Furthermore,
contacts have been established to set up 'twinnings'with
otherScientificSocietiesfromwhich"BloodTransfusion"
wouldwelcomecontributions.
Theboard ofAssociateEditors has been refreshed in

partwith theaimofhaving"BloodTransfusion" listedby
international agencies (PubMed, Medline, Current

Contents, IndexMedicus,etc.)andincludedinthedatabase
of theInstitute forScientific Information(ISI),anessential
requisite forobtainingan impact factor in the future.
Anotherchangeunderwayisareviewoftheprocedures

for submittingand reviewingmanuscripts,whichwill be
madeeasierwith theuseof acomputerised system.
All these initiatives are, of course, aimed atmaking

"BloodTransfusion" a scientific journal thatwill attract
the interest of the scientific community involved in
TransfusionMedicine inItaly,butalsoworldwide,bothas
readers andas contributors of articles.
The project was, and remains, fascinating and

ambitious, but challengingandnot easy to achieve. I am,
however, confident of the good outcome, given that the
people involved by the Board of Directors in "Blood
Transfusion" aremotivated andhave excellent scientific
credentials.
Iwould like to take this opportunity to thankall those

people who have enthusiastically accepted the task of
helping this project andaskeveryone to support it, above
all, by submitting articles that will allow "Blood
Transfusion" tocontribute toexpandingknowledge in the
huge fieldofTransfusionMedicine.
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